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I. Course Description:
 A survey of the nature, methods, and issues of biblical interpretation. 
Three semester hours

II. Course Objectives:
Students should develop:
A.  A grasp of the nature, methods, and basic issues involved in biblical 

interpretation.

B. Skill in interpreting different genres of Scripture.

C.  Growing expertise in dealing with exegetical and hermeneutical 
challenges.

III. Course Texts:
Köstenberger, Andreas J. and Richard D. Patterson. Invitation to Bib-
lical Interpretation: Exploring the Hermeneutical Triad of History, Lit-
erature, and Theology. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2011.

IV. Course Requirements:
A. Readings (10%): The respective chapter in Köstenberger & Pat-
terson is to be read prior to the class where a given topic is covered 
or at least prior to the next class period. Students are to keep track of 
their own readings and certify the completion of all reading require-
ments on the last day of class.

B. Quizzes (30%): Class periods will normally begin with a short quiz 
on the material covered during the last class period. The worst quiz 
may be dropped. No make-up quizzes. Students are to keep track of 
their own readings and certify the completion of all reading require-
ments on the last day of class.

C. Teaching Outlines 1 and 2 (30% each, 60% total): Students are to 
prepare two teaching outlines/presentations, one on a passage from 
the OT and the other on a NT passage, from a selected list distributed 
in class. Research notes are to be attached to the submitted assign-
ment. Detailed instructions will be given in class.
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V. Course Schedule
(Note: chapter numbers below refer to the course text.)

PREPARATION: THE WHO, WHY & HOW OF INTERPRETATION
 Week 1: The Hermeneutical Triad: History, Literature & Theology 
(Ch. 1)

INTERPRETATION: THE HERMENEUTICAL TRIAD
Part 1: History: The Context of Scripture
 Week 2: Setting the Stage: Historical-Cultural Background (Ch. 2)

Part 2: Literature: The Focus of Scripture
Unit 1: Canon
Week 3: The Old Testament Canon (Ch. 3)
Week 4: The New Testament Canon (Ch. 4)

Unit 2: Genre
Week 5: Old Testament Historical Narrative (Ch. 5)
Week 6: Poetry & Wisdom (Ch. 6)
Week 7: Prophecy (Ch. 7); Teaching Outline #1 due
Week 8: New Testament Historical Narrative (Ch. 8)
Week 9: Parables & Epistles (Chs. 9–10)
Week 10: Apocalyptic (Ch. 11)

Unit 3: Language
Week 11: Context & Discourse (Ch. 12); Guest Lecturer
Week 12:  Word Meanings, Exegetical Fallacies & Figurative Language 

(Chs. 13–14)

Part 3: Theology: The Goal of Scripture
Week 13: Biblical Theology (Ch. 15)

APPLICATION & PROCLAMATION: GOD’S WORD COMING TO LIFE
Week 14:  Using the Tools, Communicating & Applying the Bible  

 (Ch. 16); Teaching Outline #2 due



Syllabus for Invitation to Biblical Interpretation 5

VI. Bibliography:
Barr, James. The Semantics of Biblical Language. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 1961.
Black, David Alan and David S. Dockery. New Testament Criticism and 

Interpretation. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1991.
Braaten, Carl A. History and Hermeneutics. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1966.
Caird, G. B. The Language and Imagery of the Bible. London: Duckworth, 

1980.
Carson, D. A. The Gagging of God: Christianity Confronts Pluralism. Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1996.
     . Exegetical Fallacies. Second edition. Grand Rapids: Baker, 

1996.
Coggins, R. J. and J. L. Houlden, ed. A Dictionary of Biblical Interpretation. 

London: SCM/ Philadelphia: Trinity Press International, 1990.
Cotterell, Peter and Max Turner. Linguistics and Biblical Interpretation. 

Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity, 1989.
Culpepper, R. Alan. The Anatomy of the Fourth Gospel: A Study in Literary 

Design. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1983.
Dockery, David S. Christian Scripture. Nashville, Tenn.: Broadman & 

Holman, 1995.
     Biblical Interpretation Then and Now. Grand Rapids: Baker, 

1992.
Dockery, David S., Kenneth A. Mathews, and Robert B. Sloan, eds. 

Foundations for Biblical Interpretation: A Complete Library of Tools and 
Resources. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 1994.

Elliott, John H. A Home for the Homeless: A Sociological Exegesis of 1 Peter. 
Philadelphia: Fortress, 1981.

Erickson, Millard J. Evangelical Interpretation. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1993.
Goppelt, Leonhard. Typos: The Typological Interpretation of the Old 

Testament in the New. Translated by Donald H. Madvig. Grand Rapids: 
Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1982.

Green, Joel B. Hearing the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 
1995.

Hirsch, E. D. Validity in Interpretation. New Haven: Yale University Press, 
1967.

Hooker, Morna D. “On Using the Wrong Tool.” Theology 75 (1972): 570–81.



6 Syllabus for Invitation to Biblical Interpretation

Hughes, Philip E. “The Truth of Scripture and the Problem of Historical 
Relativity.” In Scripture and Truth, ed. D. A. Carson and John D. 
Woodbridge, 173–94. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1983.

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. Toward an Exegetical Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker, 
1981.

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr., and Moisés Silva. An Introduction to Biblical 
Hermeneutics. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994.

Kelsey, David. The Uses of Scripture in Recent Theology. Philadelphia: 
Fortress, 1975.

Kennedy, George. New Testament Interpretation through Rhetorical 
Criticism. Chapel Hill, N.C.: University of North Carolina Press, 1984.

Klein, William W., Craig L. Blomberg, and Robert L. Hubbard, Jr. 
Introduction to Biblical Interpretation. Dallas, Tex.: Word, 1993.

Klooster, Fred H. “The Role of the Holy Spirit in the Hermeneutic Process: 
The Relationship of the Spirit’s Illumination to Biblical Interpretation.” 
In Hermeneutics, Inerrancy, and the Bible, ed. Earl D. Radmacher and 
Robert D. Preuss, 451–72. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984.

Ladd, George E. The New Testament and Criticism. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. 
Eerdmans, 1967.

Larkin, William J., Jr. Culture and Biblical Hermeneutics. Grand Rapids: Baker, 
1988.

Longenecker, Richard N. Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Period. Grand 
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1975.

Lundin, Roger, Anthony C. Thiselton, and Clarence Walhout. The 
Responsibility of Hermeneutics. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986.

Maier, Gerhard. Biblical Hermeneutics. Translated by Robert W. Yarbrough. 
Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway, 1994.

Marshall, I. Howard, ed. New Testament Interpretation. Exeter: Paternoster, 
1977.

McKnight, Scot. Introducing New Testament Interpretation. Guides to 
Biblical Exegesis 1. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1989.

Osborne, Grant R. The Hermeneutical Spiral: A Comprehensive Introduction 
to Biblical Interpretation. 2d ed. Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 
2007.

Porter, Stanley E. Verbal Aspect in the Greek of the New Testament with 
Reference to Tense and Mood. New York: Peter Lang, 1989.



Syllabus for Invitation to Biblical Interpretation 7

Rhoads, David, and Donald Michie. Mark as Story: An Introduction to the 
Narrative of a Gospel. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1982.

Sandmel, Samuel. “Parallelomania.” Journal of Biblical Literature 81 (1962): 
2–13.

Silva, Moisés. God, Language and Scripture: Reading the Bible in the Light of 
General Linguistics. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1990.

     Biblical Words and their Meaning. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
1983.

Soskice, Janet Martin. Metaphor and Religious Language. Oxford: 
Clarendon, 1985.

Tate, W. Randolph. Biblical Interpretation. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 
1991.

Terry, Milton S. Biblical Hermeneutics. Reprint ed. Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1976.

Thiselton, Anthony C. The Two Horizons. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 
1980.

     New Horizons in Hermeneutics. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
1992.

Vanhoozer, Kevin J. Is There A Meaning in This Text? Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1998.

Virkler, Henry A. Hermeneutics. 2d ed. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2008.


